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The aims of this paper are to make clear the present condition of nursing education
system , and to indicate some issues of the current reform project in Japan , by means of
a comparison of curricula among the three types of institutions for nursing education :
special training colleges , junior colleges and universities. These institutions give students
requirement for taking National Examination for License , so the curricula of these
institutions are based on ’shifeikisoku’ which provide detailed standard needed to take the
examination. Therefore , the natures of nurses trained at these institutions are similar ,
though each type of these institutions has its own educational aim. This is one of
characteristics of nursing education system in Japan.

The points below are some characteristics and issues of the current nursing educational
reform project.

1. The purpose of the reform was to advance nursing education , and to instruct

students in this education.

2. The reform aims at upgrading the structure of special training colleges curricula to
that of junior colleges and universities.

3. In the process of this curriculum reform, The differences in opinions was adjusted
between ’the Ministry of Education , Science , Sports and Culture’ and ’the
Ministry of Health and Welfare’ on the nursing education system.

4. The reform lays little emphasis on the complexity of the nursing education system.
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