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The development of the nursery school movement in England
with a focus on the activities of the Nursery School Association

Kazue NAKASHIMA
Nagasaki Women's Junior College

The aim of this paper is to clarify the influence in British society of the activities of the
Nursery School Association from its establishment in 1923 to the mid 1930’ s. The
association acted to enlighten people and form public opinion about the necessity of nursery
schools for young children, nevertheless the number of nursery schools increase very slowly.
In addition to bad economic conditions, the lack of growth in the nursery school system
was a result of two factors :

1 .The association’s political agenda was to promote the increase in the number of nursery
schools to help the poor lower classes as opposed to education for all classes.
9 . Association members were divided as to the role of nursery schools in society.

Nursery schools were asked by society to fulfill the role of welfare institutions, as
opposed to educational institutions for 2—5 year old children. Because of this, Local
Education Authorities did not intend to actively promote nursery schools.
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