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ABSTRACT

The Evolution of State Educational Administration

from the Civil War to the World War 1

Hiroshima University
Sadao UEHARA

In America, public education is the prime responsibility of each state;it is main-
tained and supported in the local school districts as the special administrative subdivi-
sions of the state, and regulated and subsidized by the state.

In my other theses, I argued the such pattern of state educational administration
was preceded on colonial laws, and early federal and state constitutions, and it began
really to function, and to be organized, through the establishshment of state board of
education and state superintedent of public instruction in the process of shaping public
education nearly in the middle 19th century.

Then, after the Civil War, public education spread all over the United States, in-
cluding the southern states, and as its administrative core, the respective state board of
education and state superintendent expanded gradually their areas of jurisdiction over
school districts and public schools. For instance, their areas of jurisdiction extended to
compulsory attendance, length of school term, adoption of textbooks, provision of
courses of studies, teacher certification, forms of school record and report, assistance
and supervision of school district finance, decision of controverted points in the school
law, and so on.

In this thesis, therefore, I will attempt to make clear Fhe process of such evolution of
state educational administration in the period of the development of public education
from the Civil War to the World War 1. Concretely, I will treat the process mainly in
attending to the development of state educational legislation and the expansion of the

duties and responsibilities of state board of education and state superintendent, referring



especially to some examples in the states of North Carolina, New York, Connecticut,
Oklahoma, and Oregon.
The main contents are as follows;
1. emergence of industrial America and the development of public education.
2. development of state educational legislation.

3. extending and strengthening of state educational administration and supervision.
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